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Union pacific 844:  

    Famous UP locomotive #844 will be 

touring New Mexico and Arizona this month 

to help in the Centennial celebrations of both 

states. She will be stopping over in Phoenix 

(downtown by the former SP station) Sunday, 

Nov 13 and Monday, Nov 14.  

 
 

 

A Train for sc : 
    Part 38,  By Ken Bain  

    There is an old saying that goes òInto each 

life some rain must falló.  Since my last write 

up, I have had a deluge with this project. 

    First, letõs talk about what worked.  The 

brackets for the missing number boards on 

the headlight were removed and the holes 

plugged.  The headlight was then cleaned and 

painted.  The sealed beam head lamp and all 

the pieces were then installed on the front of 

the smoke box.  Surprise!  The headlight 

lighted  when the control panel switch was 

turned on. 

 

 

 

 

    I was visited at the train park by Carlyle 

Rossow.  In looking over what I had done he 

said òThe engine to transmission pulleys are 

out of lineó.  Examination found that Carlyle 

was right.  A straight edge from the engine 

pulley to the transmission pulley found that 

they were in line.  However the transmission  

shaft was not parallel to the engine shaft.  

This happened when the transmission 

bracket cocked in the guide bars. 

    The problem could be resolved by either 

disassembling and machining the trans-

mission bracket or installing new longer 

belts.  I chose to replace the belts with new 

ones that are two inches longer than the old 

ones.  Naturally the belts were not available 

locally and had to be ordered through 

Granger.  Installation of the new belts 

resolved the problem. 

    The wires and hoses had been connected 

for the air system that operates the whistle.  

When the air compressor was turned on, the 

pressure was adequate to operate the whistle.  

However we could hear an air leak.  Using 

soapy water, I found that seven of the ten 

pipe joints were leaking to some degree.  All 

joints had been assembled with Teflon tape 

but they still leaked. My solution was to go 

back to what was done 50 years ago and use a 

liquid pipe joint compound on all joints.  

   When I originally plumbed the air lines the 

boiler was on the flat bed and I had lots of 

room.  Now the boiler is on the chassis and 

obstructed by the transmission and other 

 parts.  It was a real fun operation removing  
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and reinstalling the air plumbing. However, it 

is done and has had a week to set up. The 

next time I go out to the park I will take my 

soapy water and see if the problem is 

resolved.  

    Some progress is being made, I think. 

 

 

Sahuaro Cen tral Website:  

   Sahuaro Centralõs web site is  

http://www.adobemtndesertrrpark.com/ 
Readers can find current news, archives of this 

newsletter as well as the Maricopa Live Steamers and 

Arizona Model Railroading Society news-letters. 

 

 

Around the park:  

    Museum:  Jerry Oyler reports that work on 

the museum building continues. He needs 

more paint to finish his project. He also 

reported that the Grand Canyon Railroad 

Club has been invited to join Sahuaro 

Central and come to the park. They have 

displays in several gauges that would make a 

fine addition to the museum. 

    MLS: The fall meet was a great success. 

Thanks to Wade Gorman and the Eagle 

Scout Troop 301, the station now looks 

pristine. MLS needs volunteers to help put 

up Christmas decorations on the last 

Saturday in November. Due to the visit of 

UP 844, the November meetings are being 

moved. Membership meeting and elections 

will be Saturday Nov. 19 at 1:00 pm. 

    AMRS: Larry Hatch reports that the swap 

meet, October 15, went well with over 80 

tables of merchandise to sell and swap. 

AMRS is hosting the annual Starlight 

Christmas along with MLS evening train rides 

Dec. 1-3. This event is always fun for the 

family and friends. 

 

Toy drive in December:  

    MLS is once again holding a toy drive and 

evening lighted train ride event. Let your 

friends know that they can go for a holiday 

train ride in exchange for a new toy for an 

underprivileged child. The dates are 

December 1-3 and 8-10 from 5:30 pm, and 

December 4 (Sunday) from 1 to 4. For more 

information see the Toy Drive poster in this 

issue. 

 

 

Train Schedule ï Arrivals  
-2011- 

Adobe Mountain Desert Railroad Park is located on 

43
rd

 Avenue, just south of Pinnacle Peak Road, 

Phoenix, Arizona 

 

Nov 12,  AMRS General Meeting, 9 am 

  Adobe Mountain Desert RR Park 

 

Nov 12,  MLS Business Meeting, 1 pm 

  Adobe Mountain Desert RR Park 

                        ---Changed--- 

Nov 19, MLS Business Meeting, 1 pm 

  Adobe Mountain Desert RR Park 

 

Dec 1-3, Starlight Christmas at the Park 

                      5:30 -8:30 pm 

            Adobe Mountain Desert RR Park 

 

Dec 1-3, MLS Annual Toy Drive, 5:30 to 

        8 pm, Adobe Mountain Desert RR Park 

       Also, Dec 4 and Dec 11, Noon to 4:30 

 

 Dec 10,  AMRS General Meeting, 9 am 

  Adobe Mountain Desert RR Park 

 

Dec 10, MLS Business Meeting, 1 pm 

  Adobe Mountain Desert RR Park 

 

Jan 12-15, Winterfest 2012, 6
th

 annual 

               MLS Operations Meet 

            Adobe Mountain Desert RR Park 

 

 

The Sahuaro Central newsletter is distributed 

electronically via e-mail to members and friends who 

have notified the editor of their e-mail address. 

Just send an e-mail requesting e-mail distribution to:  

DBauer2250@aol.com. 

 

http://www.adobemtndesertrrpark.com/
mailto:DBauer2250@aol.com


 

Winterfest 2012:  

   Donõt miss the 6
th

 annual MLS Operations 

Meet, Winterfest 2012. This is becoming 

bigger and better each year and 2012 

promises to be even bigger. The operations 

meet brings live steamers and live dieselers 

from all around to òplay trainsó in a 

prototypical manner. (editors have been shot 

for saying òplay trainsó; please forgive). With 

operations meets becoming so popular, this 

year a second operations meet is planned in 

conjunction with the MLS Spring Meet. 

 

 

Phoenix SF Freight Depot:  
From Mark Redmond, Az Railway Museum 

   The Santa Fe freight depot in downtown 

Phoenix has a new lease on life. The 

Maricopa County Tax Assessor's Office 

renovated the freight house for itôs new 

offices.  Railroad memorabilia from the 

Arizona Railway Museum collection is on 

loan and publicly displayed throughout the 

interior. The public dedication of the 

building was held on June 28. Here are a 

few photos. 

 

Santa Fe Freight Depot today 

The interior of the depot is offices for the 

Assessorôs staff, but displays are everywhere 

showing the heritage of the building. Most 

office cubicles are on the mezzanine level. 

Here is the stairway with railroad photos and 

paintings. And in the public areas, are 

displays, both permanent and rotating. 

 
 

 
 

 

Gabe Brooks : 
(a personal reflection by Babe  Netz)  

Many decades ago (that is a little longer than 

once upon a time) there was a man named 

Gabe Brooks. He made 10 of these 

wrenches by hand. Over his lifetime he gave 

them to people who stood out in his life. 

Everyone who owned one of these wrenches 

was surely blessed to have it. Gabe totally 

constructed these in his wee little machine 

shop that had all belt driven machinery...the 

inside of his shop was about as big as my   

dining room..(really small) He was a task 

master at how he built storage into that little 

shop but he did it..every time I stepped into 

that building, while it was still his workplace,   

it brought a sense of genious, intensity of love 

for his craft...and the smell of machines...oil, 

metal, old wooden cabinetry and intricate 

design.  
 



 

 
 

   Gabe became ancient. Somewhat disabled 

and as his symptoms turned outwardly more 

troublesome for those observing him...no 

one wanted to bother much with him....Roger 

and I never gave up on Gabe...we went after 

him to take him to all the RR club meetings 

that we attended....and we looked past his 

drooling and his inability to just up and take 

off walking. He had to stop and reprocess 

how to walk every time he wanted to move. 

Once he was moving he was fine until he had 

to stop for some reason...then he had to go 

through the whole process of walking again. 

   One night we were all at a gathering, in the 

basement of  a bank at 20th St. and 

Camelback....He and I were arm in arm 

strolling around the room viewing the RR 

equipment that had been brought in for 

display....eventually we tucked into a corner, 

at his insistance....his shaking hand managed 

to get itself into his shirt pocket from which 

he produced this little wrench..I knew full 

well the story, the honor and pride behind it. 

He asked me again if I was Roger's wife....just 

making sure he had the right person...I 

assured him I was....he took one of my hands 

in his, laid the wrench into mine then 

covered it with his other hand...and 

slobbered the words..."This is wrench #10. It 

is YOURS. Not Roger's. YOURS!" 

    

 

This was one of the times in my life that time 

stopped for a second. He surely couldn't 

have given it to anyone who would treasure it 

more than I do. 

   Roger has actually used it to fix something 

on my engine...it was designed for working 

on the scale sized locomotives like ours...it is 

an actual working wrench. John used it 

recently for something he was working on....I 

use it from time to time. And other times I 

just take it out of the drawer and look at it. 

   Gabe's shop now resides at the Scottsdale 

Railroad Park. I'm not sure if the machinery 

is still inside of it or not. It isn't open to the 

public but my heart can stand there and look 

inside and I know 'things' that other people 

will never grasp. 

  Babe Netz,  2011 

 

 
The Gabe Brooks Machine Shop was built in 
1930 by Mr. Brooks, widely considered the finest 
machinist in the country during World War II. It 
still contains original machining equipment. 
 

 

Happy  Holidays!  
   From the officers and directors of Sahuaro 

Central, and your editor, we wish each of you 

and your families a joyous holiday season. 

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! Please drive safely if you 

are traveling and remember the less 

fortunate. MLS and AMRS are holding toy 

and food drives at their December events. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


